SHIFTING JOURNALISTIC PARADIGMS! Editorial Stance and Political Transition in Hong Kong (Synopsis)
Britain will return Hong Kong to the People's Republic of China (PRC) in 1997.
Xinhua (New China) News Agency, acting as the PRC'a surrogate embassy in Hong Kong, has not only risen to form a dualistic power structure with the colonial regime of Hong Kong, but posed a challenge to British dominance. This study reveals that the press has adapted editorially to this political realignment. The shifts of the "journalistic paradigms" are contingent upon the press', political affiliations.
The rightist press has gradually converged with the centrist press, shifting from an initial stance favoring continued British rule to accommodate the PRC's takeover of Hong Kong. An ultra-rightist paper has closed down while the other has slightly moderated its anti-communist rhetorics. The leftist press has reduced its anti-colonial overtone. This political transition has produced profound implications for politics, economics, culture and other social realms in the Colony.
It is important to note that the press in some respects is more vulnerable to this pressur3 than most business enterprises. If there should be a worst scenario after 1997, business enterprises may have an easier time to move out of Hong Kong. The press, because of the cultural ana linguistic barriers, has fewer choices. For another, Chinese political culture puts a premium on the power of words." The PRC has expended a considerable amount of efforts and energies in -fostering a favorable press image before and after the Sino-British negotiations.
Xinhua (New China) News Agency, the main institution that In other words, the fate of the press is an acid test of the PRC's policy of "two systems 'iithin one country."
Hong Kong is thus a rare living laboratory for observing how changing configurations in the political environment influence mass media. As part of a larger and ongoing researchprogram, this article provides a timely analysis of how the press, which spans the entire left-center-right spectrum of ideology, adapts its "journalistic paradigms" since, and because of, the political transition. This article only reports editorial shift;
evidence in other domains (news content, organizational change of the press) is reserved for other writings.
This paper will (1) first develop the concept of "journalistic paradigm," (2) trace the emergence of a dualistic power structure in Hong Kong, (3) examine political ideology and partisan affiliation of the press, and (4) comapre the direction and magnitude of editorial paradigm shifts in relation to press ideology.
Journalistic Paradigms: Continuity and Change
We define a "journalistic paradigm" as a set.of taken-for- and how to interpret them. 2 Prom an organizational perspective, a journalistic paradigm is an imperative to the mapping of time and space and to the organizing of a glut of "occurrences" into "news events."3 We found that the Hong Kong press, driven by different political commitments, constructed radically different realities about a social protest.
The fact that this protest had a highly ambiguous cause served to reveal the underlying logic of the journalistic paradigms in a sharper focus. British accord. We hypothesize that the magnitude of journalistic paradigm shift due to structural power transformation is inversely related to the ideological extremity of the press. It follows:
(1)
The Mainstream newspapers (centrist and rightist), by virtue of their relative ideological and organizational flexibility, will show a more visible general shift in the jornalistic paradigms to accommodate Xinhua as the new political power.
They may remain loyal to the colonial regime at the same time.
(2) The ultra-rightist papers, because of their ideological extremity, have less latitude of movement and hence would display less accommodation towards Xinhua than do the mainstream papers. from "soaking" in the press materials.
Since day-to-day newspaper editorials tend to be repetitive in a gives time, we identify the text and quotes in accordance with the criteria of (1) political significance; (2) ability to represent the mode of the recurring themes; and (3) ability to preserve the subtlety of the latent and contextual meaning structure that signifies the change of themes, tones, and phrases over time. She also mentioned that Hong Kong's prosperity is attribu- On one side are the hardliners who asserted that they should fight against communism simply "for the sake of anti-communism". The opposing faction thought it was for "truth" that they fought communism.
The major difference between these two approaches is that the first regards anticommunism as a permanent goal which does not change with times while the second asserts that anti-communism should be practised In a "rational" way and should give "due regards" to changes within China.
The controversy ended in an organizatinal reshuffling in which six staunch anti-communist columnists and a page that was devoted to hardline anti-communism was cancelled.
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